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October Sidebar 2014 
 

We left hot & humid Viet Nam for a cool Ohio autumn. I am glad to be home. 
 

It was good to be away for a time and involved in the meaningful work of ministry 
facilitating the healing of the non-visible wounds of war – the soul wound.  While 
in Viet Nam I did not want access to the news so that was enjoyable as well.   
 

Upon my return home I read about the continuing threat of ISIS, the emergent 
plague of e-bola, the success of the Cleveland Browns and Ohio State; and the 
series of reports about Ernest Angley Ministries.  The conversations in many of my circles 
seemed to revolve around Ernest Angley and e-bola, sometimes asking the question, “What do 
you think?”   
 

I really attempt to not worry about things I have little control over; or as Jesus spoke, “Don’t   
worry about tomorrow, let today’s troubles be sufficient for today.”   I do have some thoughts 
about ministry, church, religion and those things that are passed as religion.   
 

The word “religion” is derived from the root word religio which means “connection.”  Religion is 
a connective tissue much like sinew connecting muscle to bone.  Religion, then, is intended to 
connect people to God, people to people, and to creation.  There is a ‘kinship’ of connection by 
the Spirit of God binding us to one another, creation, and The Divine.  Our life’s journey involving 
worship, ritual, ceremony, liturgy and service ought to facilitate that connecting.  A religion or an 
institution that professes to be faith based ought to reflect that understanding of the work of 
connecting.  Any religious belief or practice that fails to enhance connection in those three 
realms ought to be questioned for its legitimacy.   
 

Quite often the doctrine, dogma and agreed upon beliefs of a specific religious group, isolate and 
become tools of exclusion rather than inclusion.  I think this was in the thinking of most if not all 
the reformers of religious practices.  Jesus did not arrive on earth to create a “new” religion; but 
rather to reform the old religion that had become burdensome and exclusive.  Jesus calls us back 
to the intention of religion and religious practices.  The greatest commandments; Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, mind, soul and strength and Love your neighbor as yourself  are         
inclusive - keep those two, Jesus said, and you’ve kept them all. 
 

In Viet Nam we practiced our circles of healing for our veterans, their families and nearly 115 
names by proxy.  We were joined in our circles by the Vietnamese and Montagnards, only one 
indigenous person was Christian and the others were Buddhist.  We visited and prayed in several 
pagodas for one another and those we represent.  In every instance I felt the presence of God’s 
Spirit – a Christ presence that was sacred, inclusive, welcoming and healing.   
 

Thoughts from my office as the cool winds of autumn stir the multi colored leaves across the 
lawn. 
Love, 
Dr. John 
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     Note From Pastor Gary: 

 

A Prayer for Autumn Days 
Sr. Joyce Rupp, OSM 

 

God of the seasons, 

There is a time for everything; 

There is a time for dying and a time for rising 

We need courage to enter into the transformation process. 

God of Autumn, 

The trees are saying goodbye to their green, 

Letting go of what has been. 

We, too, have our moments of surrender, 

With all their insecurity and risk. 

Help us to let go when we need to do so. 

God of fallen leaves  

Lying in colored patterns on the ground, 

Our lives have their own patterns. 

As we see the patterns of our own growth, 

May we learn from them. 

God of misty days and harvest moon nights, 

There is always the dimension of mystery 

And wonder in our lives. 

We always need to recognize your power-filled presence. 

May we gain strength from this. 

God of harvest wagons and fields of ripened grain, 

Many gifts of growth lie within the season of our surrender. 

We must wait for harvest in faith and hope. 

Grant us patience when we do not see the blessings. 

God of geese going south for another season, 

Your wisdom enables us to know what needs to be left behind 

And what needs to be carried into the future. 

We yearn for insight and vision. 

God of flowers 

Touched with frost and windows wearing white designs, 

May your love keep our hearts from growing cold in the empty seasons. 

God of life, 

you believe in us, you enrich us, 

You entrust us with the freedom to choose life. 

For all this, we are grateful.  Amen. 

 
       Your partner in the ministry of Christ Jesus, 

       Pastor Gary 
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THE MARKS OF A HEALTHY CONGREGATION 
 

"Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one's life does not consist in the abundance of           

possessions." 16 Then Jesus told them a parable: "The land of a rich man produced abundantly. 17 And he thought 

to himself, 'What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?' 18 Then he said, 'I will do this: I will pull 

down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my 

soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.' 20 But God said to him, 'You 

fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?' 

21 So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God (Luke 12:15-21)." 

 

 If you noticed in the “Anxiety Anyone” panel below the very first bullet is “Money.”  It truly is the number 

one issue concerning congregations today.  Few if any want their pastor preaching on money.  Yet, Jesus, as seen 

above, makes reference to money quite often in his teachings. 

 Yes, Jesus makes reference to the rich in his parable but in no way are we to assume the rich are to be     

condemned for being rich or told to renounce their wealth.  I want to make that 

perfectly clear.  Jesus is making point that wealth may be enjoyed if the Christian 

remembers that it is God who furnishes us with all the good things in life including 

our income.   

 In the above parable the man already has all he needs to lead a comfortable 

earthly life.  Then he comes into some extra.  So what does he do?  He foolishly 

tears down perfectly good barns to hoard the newly found wealth.  Is the parable 

suggesting we should not save for retirement?  No, however, what Jesus is suggest-

ing is that one is not secure by amassing property; one becomes secure only by being 

“rich toward God.” 

            Tithing is an Old Testament concept. The tithe was a requirement of the Law 

in which the Israelites were to give 10 percent of the crops they grew and the       

livestock they raised to the tabernacle/temple.  The New Testament nowhere        

designates a percentage of income a person should set aside, but only says gifts 

should be “in keeping with income” (1 Corinthians 16:2). Some in the Christian 

church have taken the 10 percent figure from the Old Testament tithe and applied it 

as a “recommended minimum” for Christians in their giving.  

           The New Testament talks about the importance and benefits of giving. We are 

to give as we are able. Sometimes that means giving more than 10 percent; some-

times that may mean giving less. It all depends on the ability of the Christian and the needs of the church. Every 

Christian should diligently pray and seek God’s wisdom in the matter of participating in tithing and/or how much to 

give (James 1:5). Above all, all tithes and offerings should be given with pure motives and an attitude of worship to 

God and service to the body of Christ. “Each man should give what he has decided in his [or her] heart to give, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). 
 

 Here are “The Marks of a Healthy Congregation” in giving: 

Healthy congregations recognize the Creator’s interdependent design of life (rather than isolated,  

       unrelated parts). 

Healthy congregations practice stewardship gratefully and willingly (rather than begrudgingly). 

Healthy congregations combine money and the Christian Life (rather than separate the one from 

       the other). 
 

God has blessed us many times over with leaders, ministers, and staff that keep the churches programs     

going, not to mention our choirs.  All of these gifts from God we enjoy.  But to enjoy them we must give back to 

God’s son’s church.   According to Timothy we “are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to 

share, thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of 

the life that really is life (1 Tim 6:18-19) .  What is that real life, a life of giving thanks to God for all that we have 

here at First Congregational Tallmadge.  

 

One of many Caretakers, 

Pastor Gary 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Corinthians%2016.2
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%201.5
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Corinthians%209.7
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YOUTH CORNER… 

On Sunday, Sept. 21st, the Senior High Youth Group and advisors took a road trip to Wingfoot State Park and had a 
blast kayaking. a first for many, and putt putt golfing! The Ramp family are the professional putt putt players of the 
group.  This was our first of many planned outings and we had a beautiful sunny day.  Scott Kemph was the grill    
master for the group and we dined on burgers and hot dogs. 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nov.     2nd     Zip City after church  (return times to be determined) 
9th     Lunch Bunch and Rake and Run @ 11:30-2:00 
16th   6:00-7:30   campfire and games -bring a snack 
 

Dec.      7th Laser Tag after church  (return times to be determined) 
14th Christmas Choir Concert after church with lunch-Youth Christmas Party time yet to be decided. 
 

Check out the Youth Corner each month for upcoming activities!      Dianne Drummond 

 
Middle School Fellowship  
Oct. 26  12-4 PM  Pumpkin Farm  

Oct. 30  NO FELLOWSHIP  (because we met on Sunday) 

Nov. 6    6-7:15 PM  Church fellowship, Peer Pressure 

Nov. 9  11 AM -2:30 PM   Rake and Run  

Nov. 13  NO FELLOWSHIP  (because we met on Sunday) 

Nov. 20 6-7:15 PM  Church fellowship, You can do it! 

Nov. 27 NO FELLOWSHIP (because of Thanksgiving) 
 

Pumpkin Farm and Corn Maze 

Middle School Fellowship will be going to the Corn maze on October 26 from 12-4 PM.  The cost is 
$12 and bring a snack to share or 6 individual drink containers (pop, water, tea, Gatorade). We will 
have lunch here and go straight from church.  PARENTS- we need drivers too.  Please sign up on 
the Welcome Center. 
 

Rake and Run: 

On November 9, please bring a side dish to share with pizza following worship.  Please sign up on the Wel-
come  Center.  We will dine together and then head out to members yards to rake up those leaves.  We 
will work until about 2:30.  It would be a good idea to bring…Rakes    Gloves   Leaf blowers    Water    Tarps 
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Breakfast with Santa: December 6 

Tickets Available on November 2 

Board of Christian Education will be hosting Breakfast with Santa on December 6 from 9-
11:30 AM.  We will have free tickets available on November 2.  On November 10 we will 
invite the Treehouse Preschool Families to get tickets, so if you would like the best pick of 
free breakfast times, please pick them up on the 2

nd
 or 9

th
 of November.  We will have a 

table in the Atrium after worship.   

 

Milk Jugs Needed 

A craft that we are making at Breakfast with Santa needs plastic milk jugs (gallon or half gallon).  Please 
wash and dry the jug very well and replace the lid back on the jug before bringing them for our Christmas 
craft.  We have 120 children, so we will need that many clean jugs.  There will be a container in the Atrium 
to place them in. 
 

 

 

 

Faith and Family:  

Do you have young children?  Do you want to gather with families in the church?  We are             
beginning our NEW Family Ministry this fall and invite you to take part.     
 
                           November Event-   Rake and Run on November 9.   
Please bring a side dish to share with pizza following worship.  Please sign up on the Welcome 
Center.  We will dine together and then head out to members yards to rake up those leaves.  We 
will work until about 2:30.  It would be a good idea to bring… 
        Rakes        Gloves            Leaf blowers  Water  Tarps   
 

December Event-  Christmas Caroling on December 14. 

We will gather on Sunday, December 14 at 6 PM to carol around the area and come back for hot 
chocolate and dessert.  This is a great outreach for the community and it is much better when you 
have many people.  

      “I am the vine; you are the branches.  If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit.”  John 15:5 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

Project:  Recycling Aluminum Cans  

Trustee Mark Clark has begun an easy fundraiser to raise money to replace the thirty-
year old, leaking flat roof.  Everyone in the church can participate in this fundraiser.  He 
has spoken to Sunday school and confirmation classes’ youth, asking them to bring alumi-
num cans to their classrooms; he will pick up the cans and take them to be recycled.  
Adults may put aluminum items in the red collection cans by the garage.  Aluminum is 
found in soda and adult beverage cans, pie plates, clean foil and even gutters – anything 
that is aluminum.  This will be a long-term fundraiser; every can and every dollar helps!  
Thank you so much.     Trustees 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

NOVEMBER 16 SPAGHETTI LUNCHEON
 

Tickets go on sale in the Atrium on October 26 for the November 16 Spaghetti Luncheon. Tickets are  $5/person, 
$15/family of 4, $2 additional family member.  Tables will be reserved as you purchase your tickets so gather your 
family and friends and purchase your tickets so you can be seated together.  This   promises to be a full day of fun so 

come and eat, enjoy the entertainment, and bid on a wide variety of  items. 
 

Last day to accept auction items is Sunday, November 2.  If you have large items that you plan to drop off at the 
church, the last day we will be receiving them is November 10.  Please contact Jane Huffman     (330-633-9628) if 
you have any questions.  
 

Listed below are a few of the exciting silent auction items which will be available for your “high” bid on the 16th. 
Baskets– Chocolate, Breakfast, Pasta, Family Night, Soup, Music, Wine, etc. 
Two Golf Bags 
Foursome at Maplecrest Golf Course 
Foursome at Forest Hills CC in Hudson w/Lunch or Dinner 
Two golfers to join Roger Lyons/Denny Thompson at Congress Lake CC w/Lunch 
Toys and Games, Christmas Decorations, Electric Guitar w/Amplifier, Trampoline, Lenox dishes,  
Waterford Crystal Vase, Handcrafted Wooden Items, Beautifully framed artwork, baseball signed by Mike Hargrove 
Gold’s Gym Treadmill, Gift Cards 
Oceanfront Condo on Maui, Hawaii 
Oceanfront Condo in Ocean City, Maryland 
Pontoon Boat Ride & Picnic for 8– Atwood Lake 
Pontoon Boar Ride & Picnic for 8– Portage Lakes 
Many, many more items are available 

Do you need help raking your leaves? 

Our Rake and Run crew will be going out on November 9 to help rake leaves to the street for pick up.  
Please contact Wendy Brown in the church office, 330-633-4931, by November 2, if you need help with 
that project.  We will do our very best to get to everyone, but there is no guarantee that we will have 
enough time to get to all the yards. 

Christmas Pageant  

All children in grades 2-5 are invited to have speaking parts for the Christmas Pageant (December 21).  
We will be practicing on Thursdays from 5-6 PM in room 104 (basement) beginning October 23.  The 
Cherub Choir will be practicing on Sunday mornings and joining our practices after Thanksgiving.  
Please sign up on the Welcome Center for a speaking part. 

 

“Song and Poetry Class” 
We all have favorite songs and poems from the holiday seasons of Thanksgiving and Christmas.  Please join us for a 
look at songs like Let There Be Peace on Earth, Angels We Have Heard on High and others suggested by those who 
attend - a special way to prepare us for the celebration of our Savior's birth. The Song and Poetry class will meet on 
Sunday mornings at 9 am in the library beginning Sunday, November 9, through Sunday, December 21.  The class is 
facilitated by Norma Bryant and we would love to have you join us! 
 

Congregators will meet on Tuesday, November 4th at Parasson’s Restaurant in Stow, at 12 Noon.  If you are not 

contacted please call Karen Sauerbrey at 330-920-1285.   
 

Yarning for Peace will meet on Monday, Nov. 10 at 7:00 PM in the David Bacon room. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

UPDATE ON COLUMBARIUM PROJECT 

The Columbarium Committee (Ginny Collins– Chairperson, Larry Bagnoli, Larry Clarke, Gary Myers, Suzanne 
Kiewit and Sarah Ickes) is working hard on this project.  We are formulating the Rules and Regulations;        
developing a  trifold with information about the columbarium for those interested, working with construction 
companies reading the design, and visiting local columbaria to get ideas of what works and what doesn’t.  
This committee is very serious about the design of this columbarium and memorial garden.  We want it to be 
welcoming to those in mourning, peaceful for contemplation, and respectful for those  interred there.  We 
hope to have a decision made on the design by December. 

NEWS FROM FAMILY PROMISE 
Coming Events:   
November 16:   hosting at Northwest Church - always need new volunteers 
November 18   Annual Meeting and Dinner held at Wedgewood UMC 6:00 p.m.  (More to follow in the bulletin) 
November 20   fundraiser at Bob Evans at all locations. 
 

Family Promise has a clothing room - where every Thursday and Friday, the staff displays all of the donated 
clothes for the families to select items that they need.  If you have any clothing that you would like to give  Fam-
ily Promise, I would be glad to take it over to our new center.  
 

In 2014, we have served 29 families, housed 27, and our success rate is 93%. The total intakes is about 
340.  We had a record breaking September with over 60 requests for shelter.   
 

We also received the following grants - Orr Foundation - $7500.00, for washers and dryers, Demetros - 
$5000.00 for a playground, and Sisler McFawn - $5000.00 for shelving and racks.  
 

Thanks to everyone for all of your support to Family Promise, it is so appreciated. 
Betty Cottrill - 330-923-8517 

BOARD OF SOCIAL ACTION AND MISSIONS MINISTRY KEEPS YOU INFORMED... 
Rigel Recovery Services is a new division of Oriana House offering voluntary substance abuse treatment through 
therapy, management and support in an outpatient program.  While Oriana House is a court-mandated program 
for substance abuse, this new division is for those who seek treatment on their own.  The Social Action and    
Missions bulletin board has more information concerning treatment or you can contact someone at Rigel          
Recovery Services by calling 330-535-8116. 

The Social Action/Missions Board needs your help! 
Would you like to do some volunteering or help a charity but haven’t got the time or resources to make a long-
term commitment?  The social action/missions board is looking for you! Needs have increased and the demands 
for help in the greater community have taxed our board.  We need volunteers to make a one-time commitment to 
help us serve.  Join us after church on Sunday, November 2nd to learn more about our missions near and far.                    
Opportunities include visiting with families at Family Promise, donating meals to Tallmadge’s free clinic              
volunteers, helping with the blood mobile, going to Miller Avenue Church to meet the people of this inner city     
neighborhood, and more.                Hope to see you there! 

The next shipping date for care packages to our military is scheduled for the last Sunday in November 
(11/30/14).  We'll be collecting donations of home baked cookies.  Please bring your cookies secured in 
plastic ware for easy packing.   If you would like to volunteer to read names in our 10 am service on 
that date OR have updates for our military reading list, please email Ann Carter at 
dcarter674ster@gmail.com.  Thank you for supporting this ministry. 

x-apple-data-detectors://2
mailto:dcarter674ster@gmail.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

All God’s Children – November 4 , 7:00-8:00 p.m. 

A supportive group for families and friendships with people who are gay, lesbian, transgender, and      
bisexual (GLBT) within our congregation.  We meet in the Heritage Room every month on the 1st       
Tuesday. 

Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group      Tuesday, October 28 at 11:00 AM.   

Grief and Guilt 

 

First Congregational Church will host a presentation with the Alzheimer’s Association of the Greater   
Akron Area for care givers.  Rochelle Sheppard, a Spiritual care and Bereavement services supervisor at 
Akron General, will share her knowledge in “Grief and Guilt”.  There is no fee for this event offered to the 
public on Tuesday, October 28 at 11:00 AM.   

Stephen Ministry Retreat – All Church Members invited 

Date: October 27, 2014 

Time: 6:00 to 9:00 PM 

Location: Shady Hollow Lodge 
Sand Run Metro Park 
Theme: Spending Time with God 

Sign up at Welcome Center 

Life’s Journey Ministry and the Elder’s Fellowship   Present:   
 Fraud, Scams and Exploitation 

“For Families and Loved Ones. What You Want to Know” 
 

     First Congregational Church in Tallmadge 
 

                       Saturday, November 8th  

 

Come Hear About Issues that Affect All Age Groups 
 

9:00-9:30 am Information Booths, Refreshments and Registration 
9:30-9:45 am Pastor John Schluep’s Spiritual Introduction  
9:45-10:30 am Tallmadge Police Representative from the Crimes Unit 
10:30-10:50 am – Break  
10:50-11:45 am Summit County Prosecutor’s Office 
11:45-12:00 noon- Questions and Discussion 
 

Registration - Sign Up in the Atrium 
Admission Fee $3.00 Per Person 
Questions? Please contact Leslie Taylor 330-687-0881 
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A Special thank you for the food you donated for the September Group.  Thank you to each one who came 
to work for the W.F. lunch and the AARP dinner.  We really appreciate everyone.  Janet, Glenna & Dorothy 
 

Dear Friends:  We at Haven of Rest Ministries are so thankful for your support of $83.  Thank you for      
partnering with us to reach the brokenhearted and to give hope to the lost.  As Apostle Paul prayed in his 
letter to the Romans, we pray that the God of hope will fill you with joy and peace as you trust in Him.  
(Romans 15:13). 
Your gift is greatly appreciated.  Sincerely, Rev. Jeffrey A. Kaiser  Executive Director 
 

Dear Friends,  Thank you so much for your generous donation of $105!  Your gift will help us to continue to bring the love 
of Jesus to the people of Summit Lake.  Thanks again,  Sincerely, Miller Ave. UCC 
 

Dear Friends of OPEN M, 
Your thoughtful donation of $100 to support all our community outreach programs shows your concern for others.  OPEN 
M continues to care for those living with scarce resources in Summit County.  Your decision to give is very much appreci-
ated. OPEN M promises to be careful stewards of your gift.  With Gratitude, Dottie Achmoody  Chief Executive Officer 
 

THANK YOU to Dr. John, Yarning for Peace, and all of those who were present for such a wonderful Baptism service for 
Greyson Charles Brewer.  It means the world to Bill and I that we are bringing up our son in such a loving faith               
community.  We feel truly blessed.  Thank you! - The Brewer Family 
 

 To the members of my church family, I want to express my gratitude for the cards, phone calls, visits and kind expres-
sions of sympathy shown to me and my family during the recent passing of my beloved husband, Hugh.  The peace lily 
was such a lovely tribute and the service by Dr. John was beautiful and comforting.  Hugh loved this church and always 
said that the message here was very positive.  It was such a good experience for him and I fell blessed by God for knowing 
all of you at First Congregational.  Thanks again and God’s Blessings, Marie Zimmer 

     BOOKMARKS 

Dear Friends, 

Hope everyone has enjoyed this summer.  The book I want to tell you about this 
month is so powerful; I cannot sum it all in this column.  It’s “Unbroken” by Laura 

Hillenbrand.  It is non-fiction and the research Ms. Hillenbrand did in writing this is unbelievable.  
She had 75 interviews alone with Louie Zamperini.  Louie was a runner with an excellent record for the 4 minute 
mile; in fact, he was a part of the 1936 Berlin Olympics.  He was then drafted into the Army Air Corp.  During one 
of his missions, the plane crashed into the Pacific.  He and two others that survived were adrift for 46 days with-
out food and water.  They did catch rain water and a fish occasionally.  Finally, they drifted to an island and were 
captured by the Japanese; thus, they were POWs for the next 2 ½ years.  They endured unthinkable conditions 
and experienced daily torture.  Somehow Louie, and the pilot, lived through this but Louie came out a broken 
man.  His dignity and self-worth stripped.  He turned to alcohol and terrible anger at everyone.  His wife was plan-
ning to divorce him and in a twist of fate, the Billy Graham Crusade came to town.  His wife   finally talked Louie 
into attending.  After several nights, when Rev Graham made the altar call, Louie did go forward.  That night 
changed his life.  He accepted Christ into his life and knew Christ was walking with him.  Louie became involved 
with troubled boys and formed his non-Profit Victory Boys Camp.  He traveled the world telling his story how he 
had accepted Christ.  Louie was obsessed about making a trip back to Japan.  He was finally able to afford the trip 
five years after this war ended.  He faced 850 of the former guards and he felt something he’d never felt before.  
It was forgiveness and compassion …. “The war was finally over for Louie Zamperini.”   

I cannot do this book justice in this write-up.  It’s a “can’t put down” read.  On the best seller list for months.  A 
movie based on this book will be coming out December 25, 2014. 

Till next month, God bless 
 Jo Hostutler 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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WNI SERVICE PROJECT FOR OCTOBER 

THS Dare to Share's NOW  Program 

 

The Dare to Share program at Tallmadge High School  provides 
NOW bags (Nutrition on Weekends) every Friday to assist students 
in need who attend Tallmadge schools.  Each bag contains food for two   breakfasts, two lunch-
es, and some snacks for one student.  They try to provide the healthiest options available, focus-
ing on foods low in sugar, low in sodium, and made with whole grains. 

They include perishable, fresh foods like fruits, vegetable sticks, bread, bagels, etc., when      
possible.  WNI has chosen this outreach program for Tallmadge children as its October service 
project.  During the month of October, there will be a bin located in the Atrium where those 
who wish can place items for the NOW bags.  There is a complete list of needed items on the 
Welcome Center.  Some suggestions are: individual cereal boxes, juice boxes (100% juice), Hor-
mel Kids Kitchen Cups, Uncle Ben's Rice Cups, Mac and Cheese cups, fruit cups, applesauce cups, 
trail mix, pudding cups, granola bars, etc.  Cash donations are accepted to help purchase perish-
able items.  WNI hopes that you can help fill the bin!  If you have questions,  contact Susan 
Schunk at 330-633-6254 or sschunk555@gmail.com. Thank you! 

PRACTICAL BINGO  Women’s Fellowship event on November 6 at 10:30 a.m. 

Please join us for this fun event.  Bring a wrapped prize. (examples: dishwashing    liquid, bar 
of soap, box of Kleenex, roll of paper towels, napkins, hand cream, dish towel, etc)  Lunch 
will be served.  The cost for the day is $6. 

            Women’s Fellowship Christmas Lunch. 

Who:  Everyone is welcome; both men and women. 

When:  Wednesday, December 10th at 12 Noon. 

Where:  ON TAP in Stow 

Sign up sheet in the Atrium;  November 9– November 30. 

WOMEN’S        FELLOWSHIP & WOMEN’S NEW INITIATIVE 

mailto:sschunk555@gmail.com
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KATHY Parry, Your Real Food Coach     

The Ultimate Recipe for an Energetic Life 

Do you need caffeine and chocolate to make it through your day? Are you dragging by midafternoon? 
Unfocused? Unproductive? You’re not alone. Millions of people feel tired and sluggish – even worn 
down – on a daily basis. The Ultimate Recipe for an Energetic Life gives you the information you need to 
finally feel vital and productive! 
 

Kathy Parry will share: 

The six simple steps you must take to live an energetic and engaged life! 
How to uncover the foods you’re eating right now that are wreaking havoc on your body and keeping 
you tired all-day-long! 
Successful habits you can change TONIGHT to feel rested and ready-to-go tomorrow morning! 
Are you ready to live an active and engaged life? A life full of passion, zest, and unlimited energy! With 

just a few changes, some fun stories and delicious recipes you’ll be on your way. 

BRING A FRIEND, SPOUSE, NEIGHBORS, & TEENAGERS 

 November 10th  6:30 First Congregational Church 

Women’s Fellowship is offering tickets to raffle 
off a single size quilt, “Circle of Love”.   Tickets 
are available on Sundays.  Suggested donation for 
each ticket is $1.00.   The drawing for the quilt 
will be held on October 26, 2014. 

 

Be sure to order your pecans for the holidays at the 
bake sale on October 26th or at the display  tables 
in the Atrium on November 2nd.  You may also    
order by calling the Fundraiser Chairwoman,                     
Chris Thompson @ 330.633.6878. 

WOMEN’S         FELLOWSHIP & WOMEN’S NEW INITIATIVE 

Women's Fellowship & WNI will be having their        

annual bake sale on Sunday, October 26th.  We will 

need many delicious donations that day.  Please consider  mak-

ing a contribution and be prepared to buy something yum-

my.  This year the Women's  Fellowship bake sale  profits will 

go towards expenses for a new Associate Minister.  Thank you.        



 

12 

The Prayer Chain Connection.   
There are ten church members dedicated to service through praying for individual’s concerns 
and celebrations.  Prayer requests may be known by filling out a yellow colored prayer card and    
placing it in the offering plate on Sunday morning or in the prayer box in the narthex.  You may 
wish to call  Dorothy Taylor at 330.633.3008 or Karen Sauerbrey at 330.920.1285.  Thank you. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PLEASE REMEMBER IN  PRAYER 
Marian Belisle 
Emily Caldwell 
Carol Carter 
Lillian Cochran 
Dick & Jean DeWitt 
Rev. John Forest (son in law of Michael & Crickett West) 
Herb & Jean Freyman 
Deanna Getowski 
Kara Caldwell Grant & her unborn son 
Jim Kelly 
Dolores Koneval 
Bob & Eva Lowry 
Jim Mally 
John Moats 
Kathy Nehrenz (George & Roberta’s daughter in-law) 
Linda Nickoson 
Jackie Parker 
Doris Parson 
Bill Peverall 

Gary Rambler  
Chad Rhoades 
Betty Schoffman 
Janet Scoville 
Jay Showalter 
Rick Shumacher 
Teresa Snyder 
Michael Sullivan  
Janet Terrell 
Ruth Velka  (Stephanie Joyner’s Grandmother) 
Betty Vestal 
Steve Wood 
Rita Wray 
Olive Yohey 
John Zreny (son in law of John & Wanda Strott) 
1st Battalion 145th Armored Regiment [Ohio Nat’l Guard] 
·Alzheimer’s Care Giver Support Group 
·Christian Education 
·Pastor Search Committee 
 

Condolences: 
 

 Deepest sympathy to Thelma Paleudis and family on the loss of her husband. Aristidis G. “Art” Paleudis 
passed away on September 18, 2014.  A Funeral service was held on Friday, September 26, 2014 at the         
Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church. 

Sincere sympathy to Suzanne Creswell  and family on the loss of  her husband Bob.  Bob Creswell passed 
away on October 14th.Visitation and a Memorial Service will be held on November 8th at First Congregational 
Church of Tallmadge.  Visitation at 2:00 pm, followed by the service at 3:00 pm.  The Rev. John Phillips          
officiating. 
 

Our sympathy to Christine Sponseller and children, Layne & Liam, on the loss of their husband and father, Eric 
Sponseller. Eric passed away on October 18, 2014.   A memorial service will take place in the near future. 
 
Deepest sympathy to Marie Walters, and Lexi and Zachary on the loss of Marie’s mother, Sarah Letvin.  Sarah 
passed away on October 19, 2014.  
 

It is a privilege to offer prayers on your behalf.  Our prayer request list can become quite lengthy!  If you 

feel there is no longer a need to remain on the prayer list please contact the church office at 330.633.4931, 

thank you.  Pastoral Care Staff 
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SPIRITUAL CARE CORNER 

"Forgive thy enemy... be reconciled to him... give him assistance... invite God in his behalf... never forget kindness." 

– Confucius 

As we have recently returned from our two week journey for healing and reconciliation in Viet Nam I thought it 
would be prudent to write about the experience.  This journey was entered in to with several years of planning 
and preparation and with the support of the wider community.  Spiritual healing takes place for individuals as well 
as our communities and institutions.   There are many things that struck me during this venture;  one of the most 
prominent being the support from the church and the wider community:  Tallmadge Rotary, Summit County Rota-
ry, Cleveland Indian’s Charities, Mayor David Kline, Tallmadge City Council, and many of the businesses of 
Tallmadge.  Tallmadge Fire and Police Departments gave their support as did The Patriot Guard Riders and Rolling 
Thunder Motorcycle Clubs.  Several clubs and organizations provided funding for this recent trip: The Fairlawn 
VFW, Pedal for Heroes, The Corvette Club and the Ford Mustang Club.   
 

Every group or individual supporting this 2014 journey had a stake in the healing because the Viet Nam war had 
touched them.   Most individuals mentioned a brother, father, grandfather, husband, or friend who had served in 
Viet Nam.  Some had died in service while others returned home – but not really.  Their “home” had become an 
unwelcoming place.  Our emphasis was on healing the non-visible wounds of war and military service.  This was a 
spiritual matter. 
 

While in Viet Nam our scheduled places were planned well in advance to return as near as possible to the areas 
where our veterans served 45 to 50 years ago.  At these sites we conducted ceremony of sacred intention asking 
for healing and to allow forgiveness and reconciliation.  On this trip were nine veterans, seven who served in Viet 
Nam and two who served during the Viet Nam war.  The four People of Strong Hearts (civilians) were there for 
their own personal reasons and provided needed support.  We dedicated a library at Kim Dong Elementary School 
constructed through the fund raising efforts of students of Theodore Roosevelt High School under the leadership 
of Beth Schluep and Tanya Titus, class advisors.  We presented chickens, laying hens, to a Montagnard Village,   
elevating their economy through this simple gift.   
 

When necessary we conducted evening “check-in” circles, offered prayers of thanksgiving and guidance.  The    
experience was profoundly spiritual and meaningful.  For many of our vets and their families there is a new   
dawning of peace.  “Thank you” for your support and prayers. 
 

John Schluep   
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Stephen Ministry Update 

From Max [Lucado] on Life: More Dinghy than Cruise Ship? 

Are you more dinghy. . .than cruise ship? Or in my case, more blue jeans than blue blood? Well  
congratulations, God changes the world with folks like you! 

The next time you say, “I don’t think God could use me!”—stop right there!  Satan’s going to try to tell you that God 
has an IQ requirement.  That he employs only experts and high-powered personalities.  When you hear Satan   
whispering that lie—hit him with this:  God stampeded the first-century society with swaybacks, not thorough-
breds.  Before Jesus came along, the disciples were loading trucks, coaching soccer, and selling Slurpee drinks at the 
convenience store! 

But what they had going for them was a willingness to take a step when Jesus said, “Follow me.” 

So what do you think?  More plumber than executive?  More stand-in than movie star? Yeah—congratulations!  
God uses people like you…and me. 

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross 
and follow me.  Matthew 16:24″ 
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UPCOMING SUNDAYS/SERVICES 

Preaching Schedule: 

October 26  Dr. John Schluep 

November 2  Dr. John Schluep 

November 9  Rev. Gary R. Friend 

November 16  Dr. John Schluep 

 

October 26  Tom & Linda Jones, Sandy Backus, Bonnie 

      Fordham 

November 2 Gary & Carol Myers, Suzanne Kiewit, Karen Jones 

November 9 Dick & Loretta Jirsa, Keith & Marilyn Johnson 

November 16  Jim & Carolyn Mackey, Monna Arch, Suzanne Creswell 

     Altar Flowers 
October 26  Robin Marshall, Carolyn 

Villers, Barbara Botimer 
 

November 2 Poff, Green 

November 9   Cottrills, Simmons, 

November 16 

October 26  Marcia Zuravel, Jane Huffman, Tom & Linda    

           Kester 

November 2 Mark & Cathleen Clark, Patsy & George Lowe 

November 9 Gary & Carol Myers, Vic & Bev Green 

November 16 Jack & Helen McKee, Mike & Ginny Collins 

USHERS 

Church  Attendance 
 

September 21 

8:30 Worship      24 

10:00 Worship  314 

 
 

September 28 

8:30  Worship     44 

10:00 Worship 246 
 

October 5 

8:30 Worship   34 

10 Worship    204 

October 12 

8:30 Worship   37 

10 Worship     168 
 

October 19 

8:30 Worship   40 

10 Worship     312 

General Operating Fund Note:  During September, 2014, receipts of $41,085 were $2,020 below the monthly 
budget.  Actual expenses for September were $39,718 leaving a surplus for the month of $1,368 and a year-to-
date deficit of ($5,096).  We are cautiously optimistic that our vital ministries will be prayerfully and financially 
supported, but remain mindful that our expenses will increase as we enter the fall and winter seasons.  Signing up 
for electronic transfers remains an easy way to meet your monthly pledge goals.  Faith Offerings can also be 
mailed to the Church Office.  Please continue to support the SCRIP Program for both your day-to-day and big ticket 
purchases.   

   

 

 

Acolytes 

October 26 Parker Ramp, Cailey Bozic 

November 2  Zach Brown, Charlotte Scherer 

November 9 Hannah Carlton, Alissa Shaw 

November 16 Jack-Henry Blasdel, Nicholas Hargrove 
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OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 
 

 Sun 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 27 

6-9 pm Stephen 
Ministry  
“Spending Time 
With God” Retreat 

7 pm Heritage 

 

28 

7am Bagnoli  Bible 

Study 
 

 

11 am  Alzheimer's 

support group 

 
 

29 

9 am Quilters 
 

 

6:30 Chancel      
Ringers 
 

7 Writing Circle 

 

30 

9:30– Women’s 
Fellowship Brd. 

7:00 Chancel choir 
 

 

 

 
 

31 

 

 

1 

“Hold Me 

Tight Work-

shop” 9-3:30 

 3 

 

 

7 pm Heritage 
 

 

4   Election Day  

7am Bagnoli  Bible 

Study 
 

12 Noon                       
Congregators- 
2:00—Sr. Advisory 
 

7:00 p.m. All God’s 
Children– Heritage 

5 

9 am Quilters 
 

 

 

6:30 Chancel     

Ringers 

7pm Writing Circle 

6    

10:30 Practical 

Bingo & Lunch 

2pm Golden tones 

5:00 Pageant 

Practice 

6:00 Middle 
school Fellowship 
7:00 Chancel choir 

7 

 

 

8 

9 Elder’s Fel-

lowship & 

Life’s Journey 

Ministry Event 

 “Hold Me 

Tight Work-

shop” 9-3:30 

 10 
6:30 WNI  
“The Ultimate 
Recipe for an   
Energetic Life” 
 
7 Yarning for 
Peace 

 

 7 p.m. Heritage 
 

11   7am Bagnoli  
Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 pm Board 
Meetings 
8:15 Executive 
Council 

12  9 am Quilters 
 

 

6:30 Chancel     
Ringers 
 

6:30 Stephen Minis-

try– D. Bacon 
 

7pm Writing Circle 
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2pm Golden tones 

5 pm Pageant 

Practice 

 
7:00 Chancel choir 
 
 

14 

Herald Deadline 

 

 

 

15 

 17 

Blood Drive 

 

7 p.m. Heritage 

 

7:00 pm WNI  
planning meeting 

18 
7am Bagnoli  Bible 
Study 
 

 
6:00 Card Making 

19    Herald 

9 am Quilters 
 

6:30 Chancel     
Ringers 
 

 

7pm Writing Circle 

 

20   9:30 WF Brd. 

2pm Golden tones 
 

5pm Pageant 

Practice 

6:00 Middle 
school Fellowship 
 
7:00 Chancel choir 

21 

12 Noon 
AARP 
 

22 

 

26 

Pastor Apprecia-

tion & All Saint’s 

Day 

8:30 Worship 

10 am Worship 

12-4 Middle 

School to the 

Pumpkin Farm 

6 pm WJHM 

 

2communion 

8:10  Prayer

 Chain 

8:30 Worship 

10 am Worship 

Sr. Hi– Zip City 

after church 

 
 

9     

8:30 am Worship 

10:00 Worship 

9 WJHM Breakfast 

9 Song & Poetry 

Class 

11:30 Sr. Hi Lunch 

Bunch and Rake & 

Run-Middle school 

& Family Ministry-

Pizza & Rake 
 

6 pm WJHM 
 

16 

8:30 Worship 

10 am Worship 

9 Song & Poetry 

Class 

11– Spaghetti Din-

ner and Auction 

6 Sr. Hi Campfire  

 

 

 

 

 



 

16 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

PO BOX 420 

TALLMADGE  OH  44278 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

TALLMADGE OH 

PERMIT NO. 30 

Spiritual/ Pastoral Care Ministry Contacts 

Pastoral staff   Rev. Dr. John Schluep   Senior Pastor & Warrior’s Journey Home Ministry    330.633.4931 jschluepfcc@sbcglobal.net 

           Rev. Gary Friend            Interim Associate Pastor      330.633.4931 gfriend255@aol.com     
   

Heart’s in Service  Barbara Rowles   330.733.2008  34babs@sbcglobal.net 

Life’s Journey Ministry Leslie Taylor   330.687.0881  ltaylor@services4aging.org 

Prayer Chain  Dorothy Taylor   330.633.3008 

Stephen Ministry  Ron Mitchell   330.633.4055  Mitchell_rd@hotmail.com 

   Tom Letzler   330.699.9794  tletzler@neo.rr.com 

   Sharon Letzler   330.699.9794   

Yarning for Peace  Dee West                    330.633.4421  dwest890@aol.com 

Staff E-Mail Addresses 

Nancy Beken  Administrative Assistant & Secretary  tallmadgefcc@sbcglobal.net 

Beth Loresch  Receptionist, Herald, Bulletin   bethfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Wendy Brown  Director of Christian Education  wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Nancy Lynn Robinson  Director of Music / Organist   nrbgp@aol.com    

Denise Daniels  Chancel Ringers    Jackspsych@aol.com   

Bill Hoover  Finance Administrator   bhooverfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Steve Ristich  Head Custodian  (Mon-Fri, Day Shift) 

Teresa Snyder  Assistant Custodian  (Mo,Tu,We & Th) 

Mark Bell   Assistant Custodian 

DATE: October 22,  2014 

___________________________________________________________________ 


